3G8                                 THE NON-VIOLENT  STATE

however, be of a wholly different pattern from the present-day
force. I is rank will be composed of believers in non-violence.
Thev vvill be servants, not masters, of the people. The people will
instinctively render them every help, and through mutual co-
oprradon they will easily deal with the ever-decreasing distur-
bances. The police force will have some kind of arms but they
v.ill be rarely used, if at all. In fact the policemen will be
reformers. Their police work will be confined to robbers and
dacoits."110 These will be very few in number in the non-violent
State because there will not be much of private property and
possession beyond needs will go with trusteeship.

He would permit the police to bear arms, for one of their
functions would be to arrest those who commit crimes for non-
violent treatment in prisons. The police would also use physical
force to restrain, for example, a lunatic run amuck bent upon
murder. Gandhiji would likewise concede such modern methods
of preventing crimes as tear gas.111 He admits that the use of
tear gas is not justified in terms of the non-violent ideal. But he
would defend its use if he found that he could not save a helpless
girl from violation or prevent an infuriated crowd from
indulging in madness except by its use.112

In 1940 the Congress Ministries in some of the provinces
of India were taken to task by Gandhiji, for they failed to devise
peaceful ways and means of preserving order and had to fall
back upon the police and the military to suppress communal
riots and labour trouble. He wrote, "To the extent that the
Congress ministries have been obliged to make use of the police
and the military to that extent, in my opinion, we must admit
our failure."112

In Nov. 1946, during Bihar riots, the Prime Minister said
that the Government would use even aerial bombing to put
down communal violence. Gandhiji considered it the British
way which would result in the suppression of India's freedom.
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practically consists in watching for criminals, and detecting and arresting
them after a crime has been committed." See his Practical Non-violence,
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